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COMING TO ABILENE

A worker for Abilene Glass & Mirror readies a window for a frame on the second story of Pioneer Drive Baptist Church’s education wing and welcome center.
Windows went in Wednesday at the south Abilene church. PHOTOS BY GREG JAKLEWICZ/REPORTER-NEWS

3 apartment complexes dominate 2021 area commercial construction

W

Laura Gutschke Abilene Reporter-News | USA TODAY NETWORK – TEXAS

hile renovation of Moody Coliseum at Abilene Christian University tops the list of commercial construction projects in the first half of 2021, three apartment complexes in the Top 10 point to an anticipated demand for housing
in the city. h The city's construction permit for ACU's sports and event center issued in March has a valuation of

$35 million, but prep work for renovations and additions to the complex started last year. ACU officials said the
cost will be about $48 million when the project is completed, anticipated to be August 2022. h The apartment complexes, one on
the north side and two in south Abilene, rank Nos. 2, 3 and 6, based of valuations of commercial construction permits issued by the

city between January and June.
Following is the list of the top commercial
projects:
h Moody Coliseum at ACU, 845 Coliseum
Way, $35 million
h Lofts at Allen Ridge by Wilks Development, 2541 N. Judge Ely Blvd., $28.7 million
h Stellar Family of Companies apartment
complex, 6950 U.S. Hwy 83/84 (1725 Denali
Ave.), $14.5 million
h Wylie East Intermediate School, 4709
Oldham Lane, $10 million
h Moody Center-Cafeteria at Hardin-Simmons University, 2317 Hickory St., $6 million
h Trails of Abilene apartment complex,
733 E.S. 27th St., $5,29 million
h Condley and Company renovations, 302
Pine St., $4.3 million
h Cedar Mall renovations (Hendrick
Health), 1150 N. 18th St., $4.2 million
h Pioneer Drive Baptist Church renovations, 701 S. Pioneer Drive, $4 million
h Texas Leadership Charter Academy
renovations, 3250 State St., $4 million
h City of Abilene Fire Training Facility,
4242 E. Lake Road, $2.5 million
h Coleman County State Bank ACU
See CONSTRUCTION, Page 3A

Uncertainty: Tenants prepare for
unknown as eviction moratorium ends. 7A

Vertical construction is next for the Trails of Abilene apartment complex on South 27th Street,
west of the Oldham Lane intersection and near the entrance to Centennial Park at Abilene State
Supported Living Center. Update on Abilene Christian University construction, Page 1B.
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branch, 836 E. Ambler Ave., $2.3 million
h Southwest Dental Group addition, 2425 Antilley Road, $2.1 million
h Bavarian Polymers USA, 1249 Fulwiler Road, $1.8 million
h Express car wash, 5009 U.S. Highway 277, $1.7 million
h New commercial shell for Pizza
Hut, 24 Hospital Drive, $1.6 million
h Hendrick Center for Rehabilitation second floor renovations, 1934
Hickory St., $1.5 million
h Betty Hardwick renovations,
2626 S. Clack St., $1.5 million
h Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
1609 S. Eighth St., $1.27 million
h Abilene-Taylor County Public
Health District alterations, 850 N.
Sixth St., $1 million
h ACU Mabee Business Building alterations, 1730 ACU Drive, $1 million

Lofty standards
Wilks Development in Cisco, which
is associated with the Wilks family of
businesses specializing in oilfield and
energy services, recently began dirt
work to convert a 10-acre tract into the
gated community Lofts at Allen Ridge.
Target opening for the 241 units is
March 2023.
"What we believe we're going to do,
and what we're hopeful, is that we kind
of reset the market as far as what people
are willing to pay, because this is a
higher-end product than probably exists today in the market," said Kyle
Wilks, president/CEO of Wilks Development.
The apartment complex will be just
north of the new Allen Ridge boardwalk
with restaurants and retail. Current
tenants include Fuzzy’s Taco Shop,
Phoenix Pho, Hotworx Yoga and Abilene Nail Bar. The next wave will include
Bahama Buck's and Biscuit Bar.
Across the street, construction on
Coleman County State Bank progresses.
ACU is transforming the roughly 60acre tract bounded in part by Ambler
Avenue and North Judge Eli Boulevard
into a mixed-use, walkable community
with retail, entertainment, residences
and hotel.
The Lofts will have 10 floorplans
ranging from 589 to 1,491 square feet.
Most of the units will be in the one- and
two-bedroom categories, but a few
three-bedroom units also are in the
mix, Wilks said.
The three-story apartments will be
built around a courtyard to protect from
the West Texas wind. Designed with
"flat, urban roof lines," the buildings
will have about 35% to 40% stone and
"lots of glass," Wilks said.
Some tenants will have access to
tuck-under parking, but carports also
will be available. Some ground-level
units that face the courtyard will have
doggie gates.
Amenities will be "pretty robust,"
Wilks said, and include clubhouse,
large pool, hot tub, barbecue grills,
sand volleyball courts, cabanas and
walking paths connecting to Allen
Ridge trails.
"Cabanas are super popular. People
can reserve them," Wilks said.

Drawn to Abilene
The Lofts at Allen Ridge is the first
Wilks Development project in Abilene.
The company, however, has a footprint in several communities, including
industrial facilities in Fort Worth, retail
and apartments in Aledo and Willow
Park areas, apartments in Big Spring,
building oilfield facilities leased to energy companies and mixed-use master
planning in Collin County north of Dallas.
"We've done quite a bit of multifamily in the past, which I personally love
doing. It's just such a strong asset in
any economical environment," Wilks
said.
About two years ago, Wilks came to
Abilene to consider building an apartment complex in the downtown area or
the South of Downtown Abilene District, he said.
"We saw the stuff they were doing in
the SoDA and were really impressed
with that because it takes a real committed group to kind of bootstrap that
and make something cool like a social
district," Wilks said.
Any kind of downtown apartment
will require a parking garage, he said.
"We were struggling to make the
rents work because of the added cost of
going vertical with your parking," Wilks
said.
But, through those discussions
about downtown development, Wilks
learned about ACU's Allen Ridge master
plan.
"We fell in love with the location.
When they started doing all the stuff
they were doing with the restaurants,
that's our jam – mixed-use, walkable.
And then to be able to do that in Abilene, where we feel like there's not real-

Dirt is moved and land leveled at the site of a future apartment complex, Lofts at Allen Ridge. The site is north of the
Abilene Christian University campus. PHOTOS BY GREG JAKLEWICZ/REPORTER-NEWS

"young professionals and working families."
Construction that began several
weeks ago will take 16 months to complete, but Steller expects to have some
buildings completed for January moveins, Stell said.
Groundbreaking is planned for 11
a.m. Sept. 9.
Trails of Abilene, the third apartment complex, will have a smaller footprint with 48 units on four acres, according to planning documents filed
with the city by Generation Housing
Development in Dallas.
The units' square footage will range
from 725 to 1,288. Amenities will include pool, clubhouse and dog park, according to the documents.

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
A worker paints Tuesday afternoon at the future site of a Bahama Buck’s at the
north end of the Allen Ridge retail area near Abilene Christian University.

A load of stone is moved at the construction site of a Coleman County State
Bank on East Ambler near the Abilene Christian University campus and Allen
Ridge.

ly much like that available," Wilks added.
Having his oldest daughter at the
university also made the deal more attractive, he said.
"We did the market studies, ran the
numbers and it worked," Wilks said.
When COVID-19 hit, the development team believed that the economy
would improve and the project proceed.
One byproduct of the pandemic, however, was the skyrocketing cost of construction materials due to disruptions
to production facilities and supply
lines, he said.
"The construction prices have just
gone crazy," Wilks said. "When we were
closing on our loan, we had a big adjustment to our construction budget. It was
one of those deals we felt like the project had such great bones about it, that
we could absorb the additional costs,
mostly in the lumber," Wilks said.
He expects the The Lofts to lead to
other Abilene developments.
"We think it's going to open a door for
a lot of other development. ... Once we
prove up the market with these higher
rents, because we're going to be asking
higher rents, it's just a matter of time for
other guys to kind of start noticing the
opportunity that is in Abilene."
And, that includes a downtown
apartment complex.
"Somebody is going to do a really cool
downtown deal. Somebody is going to
figure that out because there's a deal to
be done there. It's just that for us it was
a little early, especially with this opportunity right near the campus," Wilks
said.

New apartments in south Abilene
Dirt also is flying south of town on
14.58 acres at 6950 U.S. Highway 83/84

with construction of a new apartment
community by Stellar Family of Companies.
The final address will be 1725 Denali
Ave., said Berkley Stell, spokeswoman
for the Lubbock-based developer.
The yet-to-be-named complex is the
first Abilene project for Stellar, which
was co-founded in 1990 by Paul D. Stell
and Steve Hurt. The firm specializes in
real estate investment, development,
construction and management, Stell
said.
Stellar operates in 24 markets in four
states, and the Abilene complex with be
the 18th multifamily residential community in its portfolio.
"When COVID-19 hit, we started
studying different markets than what
we're used to," Stell said. "We felt Abilene was very strong and stable. It kind
of demonstrated its resilience through
the pandemic. We felt that the employment rate dropped just like everyone
else, but it kind of rebounded quicker
than other markets."
Dyess Air Force Base, the medical industry and the universities help make
Abilene a "strong, stable market.
There's a lot of demand," Stell said.
The new apartment complex with be
one story with 221 units, each with a
backyard. Those design features will
help give people a "feeling like this is
more of a home or a duplex rather than
an apartment," Stell said.
Open floorplans include one, two
and three bedrooms. Other amenities
are kitchen islands, wood-plank flooring, modern appliances and washerand-dryer connections, she said.
Community amenities will include a
clubhouse, fitness center, business
center and pool with cabanas.
Stell said she expects the complex to
have broad appeal, especially with

Pioneer Drive Baptist Church started
in January to update its education
space as part of a capital campaign
launched in fall 2019 called Pioneer Possibility, said Reed Ambrose, PDBC director of communications.
Classroom and event space in two
buildings built in the early- and
mid-1980s are being renovated and reconfigured for use in more modern
ways.
"It was based on an old model of doing Sunday school, where you have a
main classroom and then you would
break out into little small groups," Ambrose said.
But that configuration with small
rooms was not practical for other
events and traffic flow, he said.
By knocking down walls and reconfiguring the space, the church will "nearly double the amount of classrooms,"
Ambrose said. The classrooms also will
be wired for modern audiovisual technology.
"We're providing more rooms for
growth and for more places for groups
to meet," Ambrose said. That includes
making the space available for community groups, school recitals and other
such events.
Part of the project includes new construction to cohesively connect buildings and create better traffic flow, Ambrose said.
Looking ahead, if the church decides
to build a new sanctuary, the renovated
space can be used temporary while old
spaces are torn down to make way for
the new facility, Ambrose said.
Construction is expected to last until
October, Ambrose said, with the church
putting it to use in November.

Hendrick Health renovations
At Hendrick Health's Cedar Mall, the
first floor patient check-in area, lobby
and radiology exam space are being
completely renovated, said Lynne Bruton, spokeswoman for Hendrick
Health.
Construction work also is in progress
on the second floor to add more physician offices and patient exam rooms.
Improvements also are planned for
the parking lot, Bruton said.
In addition, interior work has begun
on the second floor at the Hendrick
Center for Rehabilitation. Several areas
are being updated, including nurse's
station, patient care dining facilities
and inpatient therapy gym, Bruton
said.
Work at the Cedar Mall and Center
for Rehabilitation are expected to be
completed in the fall.

Another Wylie ISD campus
Construction is underway for Wylie
East Intermediate School, which is projected to open in early 2022 to accommodate the district's growing enrollment.
More information about the new
school will be featured in upcoming Reporter-News back-to-school coverage.

